Pasifika Caucus Speakers Notes
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Kia Oranakoutoukatoatoa e tearoamaata e TeAtua
Malo e lelei
Talofa lava
Fakalofalahiatu
Taloha Ni
Ni saBulaVinaka
Welcome from the Pasefika caucus,
We acknowledge our kin connection to tagatawhenuamanawhenua and support the submission of teWhanauTuRangitira. 
Our people have been here for some time, and for the last 60 years making economic, social, sporting and cultural  contributions to this city and infact we could say we add the ‘flavour’ that is uniquely Akarana, Akulangi, Tamaki Makaurau. Our presence in this city is significant and widespread, that is why we look to you to support those in our community who have not thrived. Therefore our presentation looks to FV SV prevention but also to the health of Pasifika communities as well.
Tamaki makaurau/Auckland is the Pasifika Capital of the world, boasting the biggest and most diverse Pasefika communities.
Pasifika peoples have of choice made Auckland their home for generations since the 1950s
Pasifika contribution to Auckland society and economy is historical and immense
Pasifika people honourTeTiriti o Waitangi as the founding document for Crown and Maaori partnership 
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We came to this land to be the labour force behind this city’s most significant period of growth, the cheap labour force that fuelled industry, agriculture, manufacturing, forestry and construction
Our communities have struggled to live their lives true to pasifika values and traditions and as a people we hold a place at the wrong end of the statistics, in terms of poverty, employment, health, engagement in education and family violence and abuse. So we welcome the chance to discuss these issues with you and hopefully influence change. The Pasifika Caucus acknowledges that the super city environment is still new and dealing with the effects of transitioning many into one. We have decided to format our presentation to cover areas of; how council can effect change through by laws and direct services, how it can support with advocacy and in kind support, how council can support with projects and campaigns.
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Our communities can be supported better if the Auckland Council looks at the impact by laws have on us. We demand the council look at by-laws that regulate the placement and number of alcohol outlets; that they not be in communities of our most vulnerable. Similarly by laws that restrict the placement and number of pokies and gambling machines. We do not want brothels anywhere near our children, our schools or our places of worship. And while you’re at it can you do something about the home shopping trucks and the ‘loan sharks”
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Council facilities can be developed with us in mind, in that we require space that is large enough for our communities to meet. Make public transport affordable and useful, so that we can get to school, church, to the doctors and to visit with our aiga in other parts of the city. We need to be connected to our wider families and the lack of an across Auckland public transport service means our people live in isolation from their main support structures, their family. 

Let’s look at the Pacific Advisory group to the council as ask why their plan of action has not yet been adopted. Similarly, the council could better engage with MPIA.We recommend the development of a 10 year pasifika plan to map out ongoing & sustainable support.
Local boards should take responsibility for local issues. We would like to better connect with our community boards and suggest council has a role in ensuring the communication and engagement pathway between the community and the local boards be strengthened and defined, and be consistent in terms of access. Local boards are the enabler for local voices and local projects/programs and issues. Local initiativescan be presented at the board level with support & representation to higher council forums such as the social policy and community forums. 

Pacific Issues do not have boundaries.Auckland council should recognise the value of an across Auckland roll out of successful interventions such asManukau Safer City and the FV Project Leader in Waitakere and the Southern Initiative.
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Auckland council must advocate to Central Government for the needs of  Auckland.
Auckland council should adopt the Waitakere Taskforce on FV model and establish a super city taskforce on family violence to feed into the National Taskforce. Auckland council needs to advocate for the re-connection of the sexual violence prevention networks into the highest level of government, the work which was lost when the sexual violence prevention taskforce was dis-established. 
Auckland council can be an Advocate to “Its not OK” campaign, support Networks to partner with local radio and tv, with celebrities, and on events. AC support/facilitate/aid community submissions making process, Engage MPIA  to ensure that Language and context of message is appropriate to pasifika sensitivities and the different, diverse Pasefika communities.
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It is well to remember that good housing is essential for a good community.John A Lee said these prophetic words in 1938, claimed that a healthy community was characterised by adequate and appropriate housing. 70 years on from that statement we find ourselves with a significant lack of social housing and diseases of poverty that were largely wiped out are now epidemic in some communities.You will have read the latest health statistics for Maori and pasifika. And I agree with TapuMisa  in the herald this week, that this fuels more negative press for Maori and pasifika, we are not neglectful or lacking in ideas of hygiene, the homes we live in are full of toxic mould, inadequately insulated and we can not afford to heat them in the winter. Our kids spend more time at A&E than they do at school, and when they are at school they can’t hear the teacher or concentrate due to glue ear, school sores and cellulitis. Its no wonder we continue at the bottom of the pile, when we are disadvantaged from the very beginning.

The Auckland council needs to invest immediately in increasing the number, quality and variety of emergency housing across the city. With the government removing its requirement of social support within the Housing NZ context it is imperative that our Council address one of the most pressing needs for Pasifika families in this city.

Auckland Council needs to engage with community groups or other social enterprise organisations to develop public/private partnerships to build more social housing for this city and lots more…. And they need to be of a type that suits the families that we have, including living in extended aiga arrangements.
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Council should sponsor a FV stage at the Pacifica Festival. This festival attracts participants and visitors from all over the world and is the largest pacific festival in the world. The economic reward this festival produces needs to be returned to the pacific community. We want you to support what is already working, no need to develop new programs, just increase funding to current work so that we can reach more of our people.
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In addition to the work you currently support here are some other ideas of interest.

Men only housing/cool down house to support the Police Safety order process
Support for Pasifika Regional FSVP Network
Performing Arts and culture Events
Pasifika, Polyfest, other AC events
Art Exhibitions, song writing competition
Language Nests in each region-
Pasifika Refuges

FVSVFree Award
Pasifika Mentoring programme
Pasifika women’s groups
Pasifika school communities
AC officer/staff/inhouse or paid staff on a FVSVN
AC to set up a information sharing ‘hub’
Pasifika Regional network to engage with Pasifika Advisory Panel
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The council can support us to make submissions by supporting us to submit in your own language.AC can organisethe submission process to be translated in Pasifika and other ethnic languages. Church groups can be supported for funding of projects, the application processes and consent processes should be simplified for ease of use by our churches and other community groups. AC could review its consent processes to make these simpler and cheaper for services, churches and groups engaged in social services provision and make those in the for profit arena, pick up the tab for this concession.
AC  to be up front and tell us at what is in scope, and what is out of scope of their support
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There is much more to be said and much work to do. We are mindful that we share this city with many others who also want to give voice to their issues. We thank you for this opportunity and hope that all of our work is not in vain and the Auckland Council will act on our recommendations. In closing I would like to share a cook island proverb with you:
Temaataitaaukaorongakotemaataraiiaitaaukarauka.
The more you give the more you receive. If you give a lot you will receive a lot
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